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Featured This Month:         Mission Excitement 

 
Check out all the exciting ways Murray 

Presbyterian is participating in God’s Mission 

around the world! 

pp. 5-7 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 14: Advent Dinner 

Wednesday, December 24 (5:30 pm): 

Christmas Eve Service 
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Upcoming Events 
Sundays 

10:00 am: Morning Worship 

Thank you for your ongoing 

financial support of Murray 

Presbyterian!  Contributions 

may be deposited in the 

offering plates during worship 

services, mailed to the church 

at P. O. Box 196, Murray NE 

68409 or made online at 

www.murraypresbyterian.org.  

Click on the "Give Now" 

button at the bottom of the 

homepage. 
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Upcoming 

Worship Opportunities: 
 

February Sermon Series 

 

When I began my ministry at 

Murray Presbyterian in 2016, the first 

three sermons I preached were 

“Let’s Stay Focused on Jesus,” 

“Let’s Stay Focused on the Bible,” 

and “Let’s Stay Focused on 

Mission.”  They were designed to 

introduce what I intended to be 

signature themes of my ministry.  

But I was very intentional about 

saying “stay focused” so that I 

would not be implying you were 

not already focused on those 

things!  Now, as my ministry here 

concludes, I will be returning to 

those three themes (in reverse 

order) and delivering a series of 

messages that will basically be 

updated versions of the original 

ones.   

                                             --WJM 

February 8 “Stay Focused on 

                      Mission”  

         (Acts 1:1-11)                 

February 15: “Stay Focused on the  

                        Bible” 

                      (2 Timothy 3:1-5, 10-17) 

February 22: “Stay Focused on  

                      Jesus” 

                      (1 Corinthians 3:5-11) 

Pastor’s POV                Dr. William J. McConnell 

  
After thirty years, his position is eliminated, and a despondent Mr. 

Holland is seen cleaning out his classroom for the last time.   

 But then, he is stunned to find the school auditorium filled with 

former students and colleagues who have gathered to pay tribute to 

his years of dedicated service.  The guest of honor is a clarinetist from 

his first year of teaching, who now happens to be the state’s 

governor.  Addressing the room full of well-wishers, she says: "Mr. 

Holland had a profound influence in my life (on a lot of lives, I know), 

and yet I get the feeling that he considers a great part of his life 

misspent. Rumor had it he was always working on this symphony of 

his, and this was going to make him famous and rich (probably both). 

But Mr. Holland isn't rich and he isn't famous. At least not outside our 

little town. So it might be easy for him to think himself a failure, but 

he'd be wrong. .  .  .”  Then, turning to her erstwhile teacher, she 

continues: "Look around you. There is not a life in this room that you 

have not touched . . . We are your symphony, Mr. Holland. We are 

the melodies and the notes of your opus. And we are the music of 

your life."  

 It’s a storyline that strikes a chord with any of us who might 

come to a more advanced stage in life or the end of a career and 

realize that many of the dreams we started out with have gone 

unrealized.  We’ve just gotten caught up in the tasks of everyday life 

and those high hopes and ambitions got sidetracked.  In my mind, I 

picture a young guy, fresh out of Dallas Theological Seminary, 

aspiring to a future in academia and spending a decade toiling 

away on a dissertation that would most assuredly not make him rich 

and famous, but which could at least enable him to leave his mark in 

one area of scholarship.  Such are the dreams and ambitions that 

often get shattered on the rocks of reality.  

But perhaps, like Mr. Holland, we need to be reminded that 

our most enduring legacy comes through the lives of the people we 

touch.  That was the Apostle Paul’s perspective.  In the second New 

Testament letter written to those notoriously vexsome Christians at 

Corinth, 

 

       In the 1995 film, Mr. Holland’s Opus, 

the title character, Glenn Holland 

(played by Richard Dreyfuss), starts out 

in life as a young, aspiring classical 

musician, seeking to leave his mark in 

the world by composing a great 

symphony.  It’s goal he continues to 

pursue, even after taking what he 

initially assumes will be a temporary 

position as a high school music 

teacher.  But as the pressures of his job 

and family life increase, that dream of 

leaving a lasting musical legacy gets 

put on hold and gradually dissipates.   
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Leadership 

Session 

Moderator 

Rev. William McConnell 

Rev. Suzanne Gorhau  

(after February 22, 2026) 

Clerk of Session 

Debra South 

 

Class of 2026             

Tanner Miner 

Julie Nickels 

Class of 2027 

Melanie Honaker 

Norm Koester 

Class of 2028 

Erin Dritt 

Debra South 

 
 

Deacons 
 

Class of 2026  

Jocelyn Bennett 

Kathy Friedli  

Mike Honaker 

Class of 2027         

Denise Ayers 

Mary Chen 

Kari Drake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s P.O.V                                 (cont’d) 

Corinth, he responds at one point to some pushback he was getting 

from them.  They had evidently been insinuating that he needed to 

demonstrate his apostolic bona fides, either by furnishing letters of 

reference from another church or by seeking their endorsement.  

Paul responds: “Are we like others, who need to bring you letters of 

recommendation, or who ask you to write such letters on their 

behalf? Surely not!  The only letter of recommendation we need is 

you yourselves. Your lives are a letter written in our hearts; everyone 

can read it and recognize our good work among you.  Clearly, you 

are a letter from Christ showing the result of our ministry among you” 

(2 Corinthians 3:1b-3a, New Living Translation).   

 Paul is saying his work is ultimately validated, not by flashy 

credentials or high-flying rhetoric in a letter, but on the basis of what 

God has been pleased to do in the hearts and lives of these 

Corinthians through his ministry.  They themselves were his “letter of 

recommendation.”  They were his symphony!  The old Puritan divine, 

Matthew Henry, says in his commentary on this text: “There is nothing 

more delightful to faithful ministers, or more to their commendation, 

than the success of their ministry evidenced in the hearts and lives of 

them among whom they labour.” 

 Paul says something else rather striking.  This “letter of 

recommendation” wasn’t a paper document that he carried around 

in his attaché case (or camel bag, or whatever he carried his 

important stuff in).  He says it was a letter “written on his heart.”  They 

had an abiding place in his affections. 

 That’s the spirit in which I wrap up my tenure in pastoral 

ministry.  That never-published dissertation sits on a shelf collecting 

dust in Drew University’s Rose Memorial Library.  But if somewhere 

along the way, my ministry has touched lives in a positive manner, 

that’s what matters most.  The “dissertation” I’ve been writing (or God 

has been writing through me) for the past quarter century has been 

in people’s lives.   

Know, too, that, like the Apostle Paul, you’ll always be in my 

heart.  This side of eternity, Stacey, John, and I may never again see 

the faces of people who have become dear to us over the past 

decade in Nebraska.  But we’ll always carry a piece of you all in our 

hearts. 

God bless you always! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retirement Celebration 

On February 22 after the service, there will be a retirement 

celebration for Pastor McConnell and a farewell and 

thank you for service to our church for Stacey and Pastor 

McConnell 
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Worship & Family Life    Sherill Konfrst, interim lead 

Ash Wednesday 

 

 

Beginning the Pastor Search Process 
 

Board of Deacons                                  
Stacey McConnell, Moderator 

Project Angel Tree 

    

Christmas Services 

 
   

 

 
Leadership Teams 

Worship and Family Life 
Dana Stahl, Team Leader 

Deb South, Session Rep. 

Christina Dolvin 

Linnea Hill 

Julie Nickels 

Sherrill Konfrst 

Laraine Young 

 

Mission and Outreach, 

Melanie Honaker, Team Leader 
George Collins 

John McConnell 

Stacey McConnell  

Dana Stahl 

Ann Wieringa 

 

Christian Education 
Julie Nickels, Team Leader.  

Denise Ayers 

Sharlyn Deterding 

Kathy Friedli  

Linnea Hill 

  

Properties and Finance 
Tanner Miner, Team Leader 

Sharlyn Deterding, Session Rep. 

Dave Friedli 

Linnea Hill 

Norm Koester 

Peg Lawton 

Gary Reike  

Michael Stahl  

 

 

 

On Sunday, March 8, handouts will be distributed in worship to begin 

the discernment process for calling a new pastor.  Keith Allen, from 

the Presbytery’s Commission on Care, will be present to explain how 

the process will work.   On March 22, there will be light meal after the 

service, followed by 60-90 minutes of small and large group 

discussion led by members of this presbytery commission.  All 

members and attenders of Murray Presbyterian Church are strongly 

urged to participate, so that the results represent the views of our 

congregation as a whole.  Please plan to attend! 

Join us on Wednesday, February 

18 as we usher in the Lenten 

season with a special Ash 

Wednesday service of worship.  

Using the theme “Beauty from 

Ashes,” we’ll be looking at the 

symbolism of ashes and the 

promise in Isaiah that God can turn 

them into a “crown of beauty.”  As 

always, the service will close with 

the opportunity (optional) to 

receive the sign of ashes  
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Mission & Outreach                                   Melanie Honaker, team lead 

2025 Mission Giving 
As we heard at the Annual Meeting, the astounding generosity of our congregation (giving well above 

the amounts pledged) enabled the church to accumulate a significant surplus in the General Fund.  

Believing that we had been blessed to be a blessing to others, the Session distributed a good portion of 

that surplus to some of our long-time, valued mission partners.  In total, $17,263 was given to external 

mission causes in 2025—a remarkable 1600% increase over prior years—and perhaps the largest financial 

investment in mission in our congregation’s history!  Praise God!!  Thank you to everyone who made this 

possible!   Here’s a run-down of some of those mission causes and responses we received.  (The complete 

letters will be hung on the Missions bulletin board.): 

Calvin Crest Camp and Conference Center (Fremont, NE)  

  

Salud Que Transforma (Health That Transforms), El Cortijo Guatamala 

 

 

 

$5000: Maintenance Director Home Remodeling Project 

“We truly appreciate the gift from the congregation.  

We have earmarked it for the window replacement of 

the maintenance home.  Our current maintenance 

director has lived there for 26 years and it has been well-

used since it was built in about 1961.  The windows will 

be a great upgrade to enhance the comfort and 

efficiency of that home.”  Craig Huffman, exec. director 

This home is slated to be occupied by our own Calvin 

Friedli and his family, when Calvin becomes the new 

maintenance director. 

$5000 Madelyn Shumaker Pediatric Clinic / Surgical Center 

“On behalf of everyone at Health That Transforms (HTT), I wish to 

express our deepest and most sincere gratitude for your generous 

donation made in honor of Madelyn Shumaker’s memory. 

Receiving this contribution is a testament to the spirit of service 

and compassion that characterizes your congregation. Honoring 

Madelyn’s life through an act of generosity that will directly 

impact on the well-being of those most in need is, without a 

doubt, an extraordinary tribute. . . . Thank you again for trusting in 

our work and for allowing Madelyn Shumaker’s legacy to 

transform lives in our communities. 

With gratitude and blessings, 

Erick Estrada 

Executive Director” 

[Madelyn was the granddaughter of Murray Presbyterian’s late 

pastor, Rev. Marty McDaniel] 

Jesse and Corrie (McDaniel) 

Shumaker speak at the 

dedication of the Clinic. 
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Mission & Outreach   (cont’d) 

Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

Open Doors Mission (Omaha, NE) 

 

Conestoga High School 
$350 for the Cougar Convenience Corner 

 

$5936 for the Assistance Fund 

Murray Presbyterian made this contribution as a voluntary act of 

restitution for an accidental underpayment of dues.  The Assistance Fund 

makes need-based grants to ministers, retirees, and surviving spouses.   

Among other things, grants include housing supplements to retirees, 

clergy wellness support, adoption assistance, and minister debt relief 

$350 

“Welcome back—and thank you! . . . We are truly grateful that 

you’ve chosen to partner with us again.  Because of you, men, 

women, and children who come through Open Door Mission’s 

doors from the cold find warm, safe shelter, a nutritious meal, 

and real HOPE for lasting change.  Thank you for helping Turn 

Hunger into Hope this winter.  Your kindness is making a life-

changing difference.” 

Dr. Candace L. Gregory, President / CEO 
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Mission & Outreach   (cont’d) 

Murray Volunteer Fire and Rescue 

 

Missouri River Valley Presbytery 

     

$277 for School Uniform Project (raised at the luncheon) 

Our partners in La Concepción, Nicaragua have distributed the uniforms and packets for the 2026 school 

year! The picture above shows the recipients wearing their uniforms and displaying their backpacks. In 

January 2027, we intend to have a delegation from our Presbytery present to be part of the distribution.  

Board of Deacons                                   Stacey McConnell, Moderator 

 

$350 

“Thank you for your generous donation. . . . We are humbled by your faithful 

support.  What an encouragement to each of us to know that you all stand beside 

us!  We will use your gift to send some EMT’s for additional training.  You all have 

made a difference for us, and we are extremely grateful!” 

Julie Babe, treasurer 

Thank you to everyone who provided our adopted families with both Christmas 

gifts as well as the opportunity to enjoy an Omaha-area family excursion.  

Each family sent a note, and this acknowledgement came from the Head 

Start staff: 

“Thank you so much for adopting our Head Start 
families for Christmas this year.  Your generosity and 
thoughtfulness is truly a blessing.” 


