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Welcome and Announcements 

Greeting One Another​ ​ Ringing of the Tower Bell 

*Call to Worship (Litany of the Greens)​ ​ ​ Sharlyn Deterding 
Leader: How can we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, the 

King? 
People: With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty. 
Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 

the eternal Christ? 
People: With garlands and wreaths of pine and fir, whose leaves are 

ever living, evergreen. 
Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 

our savior? 
People: With arrangements of holly and ivy, symbolizing his 

passion, death, and resurrection. 
Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of Jesus, 

the Son of God? 
People: By hearing again the words of the prophets, who foretold 

the saving work of God. 
Leader: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, 
People: But that the world through him might be saved. 

 
*Prayer of the Day: 
Good Lord, by your mercy 
guide our outward actions in such ways 
that our inward being is formed 
in faith, hope, and love. 
May the decorations we offer 
engage our senses during the days of Advent 
and enliven our praise and worship, 
in the name of the Child of Bethlehem, 
our risen and coming Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen 



 
 
*Hanging of the Wreath on the Church Door ​ ​ Ann Wieringa 
People of God, we stand at the entrance of the church 
and at the doorway to the Christian year 
on this first Sunday of Advent. 
Let us mark the entrance to the church building 
and our hearts and minds as portals for Christ to enter. 
 
All: 
Come, Lord Jesus! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Let us join in the 24th  Psalm: 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come in. 
Who is the King of glory? 
The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
And be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
That the King of glory may come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hosts, 
He is the King of glory! 
 
*Hymn: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”​​  [PH 8] 
 
Changing of the Paraments ​​ Sherrill Konfrst, Gary & Linda Rieke 
As we see these paraments during the Advent season, let them remind us 
to get our hearts ready to welcome Christ into our midst. And let them 
remind us that Jesus was born to be our King. 
 
Isaiah 40:3-5: “A voice of one calling, “In the wilderness prepare the way 
for the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 



valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of 
the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth 
of the Lord has spoken.” 
 
Hymn: “Prepare the Way”​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ [PH 13] 
(Accompanied by the changing of the paraments) 
 
Hanging of the Banners ​ ​ ​ Adult Sunday School Class 
As we look at our sanctuary banners, let them remind us that we belong to 
God, and we are gathered under his banner. Let them remind us that he 
leads us into spiritual conflict and enables us to emerge victorious. And in 
this Advent season, let our Advent banners remind us that Jesus 
came to raise up a standard by which people from all nations would be 
gathered together to love and serve God. 
 
Isaiah 11:10, 12: “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for 
the peoples; the nations will rally to him. . . . He will raise a banner for the 
nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered 
people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth.” 
 
Instrumental Interlude 
(Accompanied by the hanging of the banners) 
 
Placing of the Advent Wreath and Lighting of the First Candle  

Hill Family 
As we see the Advent wreath in the front of the sanctuary during the 
Sundays of Advent, let it remind us of our growing anticipation for Christ 
coming and of the gifts he brings into our lives--gifts of hope, peace, joy, 
and love. 
 
In Isaiah 9: 2, 6: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. . . . For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 



Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
 
Song: “A Candle is Burning” vs. 1​ ​ ​ ​ See Screen 
 
Hanging of Garlands ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Grasso Family 
As we look at the sanctuary greenery this Advent season, let it remind us 
that Jesus came to bring us the gift of eternal life. 
 
Hosea 14:8: “O Ephraim! Stay away from idols! I am living and strong! I 
look after you and care for you. I am like an evergreen tree, yielding my 
fruit to you throughout the year. My mercies never fail.” 
 
Solo: “Holly and the Ivy”​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Erin Dritt 
(Accompanied by hanging of garlands) 
 
The Christmas Tree ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Dritt Family 
As we see the Christmas tree in our sanctuary this year, let it remind us of 
Jesus, the true ever green tree, and the source of eternal life for us. 
 
Isaiah 60:13: “The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the 
pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and 
I will make the place of my feet glorious.” 
 
Instrumental Music: “O Christmas Tree” 
(All children and youth are invited to come forward at this time and hang a 
few ornaments on the tree.) 
 
The Placing of the Crèche ​ ​ Miner Family (and Amelia Allen) 
As we see the crèche in the chancel this Advent season, may it remind us 
that Jesus was born in the humblest of places because people had made 
no room for him. 
 
Luke 2:7: “And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.” 



 
 
Hymn: “Away in a Manger” ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ [PH 25] 
(Accompanied by the placement of the creche figures) 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer​ ​ Sharlyn Deterding 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.                       
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,                                                            
on earth as it is in heaven.                                                                    
Give us this day our daily bread,                                                                                  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;                                              
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.                                   
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
Offering  

*Doxology 

*Prayer of Dedication  

*Hymn: “People Look East” ​​ ​ ​ ​ [PH 12, VV 1-2, 4-5] 
 
*Blessing 
 
*Benediction and Benediction Response                             
May the Lord, mighty God 
Bless you and keep you forever 
Grant you peace, perfect peace 
Courage in every endeavor. 
 
Lift up your eyes and see His face 
And his grace forever 
May the Lord, mighty God 
Bless you and keep you forever. 
 



*Please Stand if Able     
WC: Worshiping Church Hymnal (found on seat)    PH: Presbyterian Hymnal (found in pew rack)



Announcements 

Angel Tree 
There are still tags on our Angel tree at the back of the sanctuary. 
You’re invited to take one and sign up to buy a gift for someone in a 
local needy family. 

 
Advent Dinner 

The annual Advent dinner (consisting of turkey with fixings) will take 
place following worship on December 14.  There is a sign-up sheet for 

some of the needed items on the back table.  Everyone is asked to bring 
a side dish to share. 

 
Advent Devotionals 

The Mission and Outreach Committee invites you to join us on an 
Advent journey. Together, we’ll reflect on how an encounter with the 
coming Christ can move us into action through prayer, service, and love, 
beginning at our own doorsteps and extending into the community and 
the world.   
 

We’re offering these resources to help you engage meaningfully this 
Advent season:   
 

Daily Devotional (21 Days)   
Scripture reading, reflection, topical prayers (Our World, Our Nation, 
Nebraska & Cass County, Our Communities, Our Church & Family) 
Available in paper or PDF (emailed). Sign up at the back table.   
 

Weekly Devotional   
For those with busy schedules, this option provides one scripture 
reading and reflection per week, along with prayer points and service 
ideas. Each week focuses on a single theme.   
 

Advent Coloring Book (Kids & Families)   
A creative way for children to join the journey—each page highlights one 
of the Advent themes, making faith interactive and fun.   
 

Pick up your choice of devotional and/or coloring book at the back 
table, and let’s walk this Advent journey together!   
 



 
 

This service was written by Dr. William J. McConnell, incorporating a 
few liturgies from the United Methodist Church’s Discipleship 
Ministries worship resources. It is dedicated in memory 
of Debbie Wright (1970-2022), sometime chair of the Worship 
Committee at NuValley Presbyterian Church, who loved the annual 
Hanging of the Greens service and was upset the year she missed it 
due to an ultimately unsuccessful battle against COVID. 
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